CHAPTER XIV OTHER COMMON SHEEP TROUBLES
THIS chapter includes some common sheep practices and diseases that do not naturally fall into any of the other groups. Their relative importance should not be underrated on this account, because docking, castration and bloat, for example, are leading problems on most farms where sheep are raised.
DOCKING
All lambs should be docked when they are a week or two old, If desired, they may be castrated also to save time and labor. The lamb's tail adds nothing to its beauty and when dirty and matted with manure and other filth it is very unsightly and may act as a breeding place for fly maggots. The older females, with their tails left on, often fail to breed on this account. So far as known, the tail serves no useful purpose and is far better off than on. The general appearance of the animal is much improved and its market value increased.
The tail may be removed with regular docking irons or pincers especially designed for this purpose. They may also be cut off with a sharp knife, tinner's snips or sharp chisel. The best, cleanest, fastest and safest way is the use of the heated docking iron, while the next best is a strong and sharp knife.
Docking with hot pincers
The tool used in this operation may be purchased from any stockmen's supply house. If many lambs are to be docked, it will pay to invest in this labor-saving device.
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